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Marche Funebre: Piano Sonata No.2 Opus.35

FREDERIC CHOPIN

Clarinet Quintet:
Eb Clarinet, Bb Clarinet 1, Bb Clarinet 2, Bb Clarinet 3 or Eb Alto Clarinet, Bb Bass Clarinet

If there is any piece of music that modern western culture associates with a sombre
funeral procession, it is this marc end piano sonata in B b minor. It
was used for Chopin's own O century it was used at the
state funerals of Sir Wing id Brezhnev. It also
appears in both seri \ding disaster.
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So it is definitely time to look at this work afresh and that is what the arranger has done in
this version for Clarinet Quintet. The instrumental colours lend themselves to the sombre
opening march (Bb Clarinet, Alto Clarinet, Bass Clarinet) and to the lyrical central trio
where the clarinets share the melodic line, accompanied by flowing quavers in the lower
instruments and Chopin's original bass line in the bass clarinet.

Duration; 8.30 to 9 minutes (6.30 to 7 minutes without repeats)

Cover images: (1) Bust of Chopin based on © 1971markus@wikipedia.de, CC BY-SA 4.0
<https.//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons. Photo edited to
replace the original background and to recolour the bust in grayscale, (2) Clarinet, Yamaha
Corporation, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Manrche Funebre

Piano Sonala Opus 35 Frédéric Chopin (arr. Hugh Levey)
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