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Blayvdon Races

TRADITIONAL (NORTHERN ENGLAND)

The town of Blaydon lies a few miles west of Newcastle in the north east of England and would
have been rural when it became the scene of a famous horse race in the 19th century,
immortalised in the words of this song. It tells the tale of a group of men and women on a day trip
to the races on 9th June 1862 and the mishaps they had along the way; a wheel flying off the bus,
someone getting a broken nose, and torrential rain that made everything muddy. The words were
written by loca! music—hPR 5 IjEW t 1 . Yugh the story was not
based on a speciiic seridg of Ev 8- sceuNLe ay was like, with all its

fun, jollity and mishaps.
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DS Up to a fast and furious end.

Duration—2 minutes 45 seconds to 3 minutes

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The tempo markings are for guidance, but momentum should be built throughout the
piece. Pay particular attention to the dynamics which help ensure the correct balance
between the instruments and also to the articulation which gives this song its character. |
am sure you will enjoy playing it.

Cover images: (1) Horse Racing drawing, English c.1850, Unknown author, Public domain, via
Wikimedia Commons, (2) Saxophone, Yamaha Corporation, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia
Commons

© Copyright arrangement, 2020, 2022 Hugh Levey, woodwindly.com. All rights reserved. Do not
copy or reproduce this music without the express permission of the copyright holder.



Blaydon Races

Lyrics: Geordie Ridley Traditional (arr. Hugh Levey)
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